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USDA Oyster Aquaculture – 2013 (~$152M)
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Coastlines

FL: 1350 miles
(8436 tidal)

LA: 397 miles
(7721 tidal)

TX: 367 miles
(3359 tidal)



Public Season:
1 Nov – 30 April

Size: 3 inches (H)

Devices: Hand, 
Tong or Dredge

Public Reefs

Private Leases
(Galveston Bay)



Texas Oyster Landings (20 yrs)

NMFS fisheries data



Dr. Leonard DiMichele (2014)



July 2015
• Establishment of Oyster 

Aquaculture 
Development and Spatial 
Planning Teams

• Begin plan development 
by reviewing programs 
from other coastal states

• Preliminary meetings 
with GLO and DSHS

Aug/Sept 2015
• Brief Commission

• Brief OAW

• Hold pre-scoping 
meetings with industry 
(4 locations)

Nov 2015
• Draft Plan 

components/options 
completed

• Begin draft 
proclamation (Ch. 58) 
revisions

Feb/Mar 2016
• Constituent meetings

- Commercial oyster
- Other interests (CCA, 

SEA, Sailing/Boating, 
oil/gas,)

- CRAC

Jan 2016
• Brief legislators

Jun/Jul 2016
• Public Hearings

May 2016
• Commission Proposal

Aug 2016
• Adoption

Mar 2017
• Implementation

DRAFT – 27 July 2015
TPWD – L. Robinson

TPWD Oyster Aquaculture 
Program Timeline (proposed)





Commonalties
(State Agencies, Non-Governmental Organizations, Commercial)

No group was opposed

Sustainability (e.g., siting, seagrass, genetics)

State Agency authority



Impediments

State agencies; authority

Support for increased costs (e.g., monitoring)

Spatial Planning (i.e., user conflict, sustainability)



User Conflicts

Floating trays of Choptank Oyster Co.,                
Chesapeake Bay, VA (2013) (4 acres)

Adjustable long-line system, Grand Bay, AL (Auburn Univ.)

Courtesy L Robinson of TPWD

http://www.ag.auburn.edu/fish/mediagallery/files/2014/03/PB090028.jpg
http://www.ag.auburn.edu/fish/mediagallery/files/2014/03/PB090028.jpg








Survey (Pre- & Post- Presentation)
Pre-Presentation:
What is your general opinion of the aquaculture industry?
Pos, Neg, No opinion

What is your opinion of bivalve (oyster, clam) aquaculture?
Pos, Neg, No opinion

Post-Presentation:
What is your general opinion of the aquaculture industry?
Pos, Neg, No opinion

What is your opinion of bivalve (oyster, clam) aquaculture?
Pos, Neg, No opinion

What impediments do you know of, or concerns that you have, with 
allowing off-bottom oyster culture in Texas?

Do you have any solutions to the impediments / concerns you identified?



Positive Response to Question:  
General Opinion of Aquaculture and Bivalve Aquaculture

Pre-Presentation Post-Presentation Change
1 – General Aqua

(n=19/20)
57% 80% + 23

1 – Bivalve Aqua
(n=20/19)

73% 84% +9

2 – General Aqua
(n=27/27)

81% 93% +12

2 – Bivalve Aqua
(n=29/27)

75% 89% +14

3 – General Aqua
(n=43/40)

42% 75% +33

3 – Bivalve Aqua
(n=43/40)

37% 80% +43



Comments

Navigation restrictions; 
Reduced access to areas; 
Lack of public understanding of benefits; 
"Industrial" visual impacts

Select barren areas (away from shoreline & popular 
fishing areas; Use high density farms; clearly 
mark, education program; more bottom culture to 
offset any loss of access; minimize visual impacts; 
start small



Comments

In my opinion, it is better to let mother nature take 
its course to produce oysters on its own.

Let the professionals handle what's happening, 
apparently it works in other part of the country.  
Need to follow the other states.



HB 1300



Questions?

Assistance from: 
William Balboa
Rhonda Cummins
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